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upon the most important State in Italy there now began a
political contest, which lasted for the next thirty years, as
to which of them should become the possessor of Tuscany
when that throne should be vacant, "the European monarchs
watching like wreckers the last moments of the foundering
Medici."25 Meanwhile Cosimo protested furiously against
any such question being debated, declaring it to be his right
to nominate a successor to the thione after the demise of his
sons; and that even if tins were disallowed the position re-
verted to that which had existed before Cosimo I created that
throne, the right to say by whom they would be governed
reverting to the Tuscan people.

Tn 1712 there was assembled the Congress of Utrecht, in
which almost every state in Europe took part, and at which
each had some claim to urge as a portion of the terms of any
general peace which might be effected. At this congress
Cosimo's right to nominate a successor to the throne of Tus
cany on the death of his second son wa^practically acknowl-
edged by the powers. Although not a final settlement of the
question, it was a matter of common knowledge that Cosimo
intended to nominate his daughter, the Electress Anna Maria
Ludovica, to succeed his second son if she outlived the latter;
and the Emperor Charles VI signified to her and to Cosimo
that he would be ready to give his sanction to this arrange
ment.

In 1713, when Cosimo was seventy-one, his eldest son,
Prince Ferdinand, died, at the age of fifty.26 He was greatly
lamented in Tuscany, not only on account of his abilitieSj
his agreeable disposition (which caused the excesses of his
later years to be forgiven), and his constant opposition to the
foolish methods of government by which the country was
being brought to ruin, but also on account of the high hopes
which had been entertained of the complete change which it
was felt he would have introduced whenever he succeeded to
the throne.

Upon the death of Cosimo's eldest son the Florentine Sen*